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We, members of parliament, meeting in Doha on the occasion of the Sixth
International Conference of New or Restored Democracies, hereby adopt the
following Declaration:

Having discussed at length the contribution of parliaments to democracy and
reaffirming the central role of dialogue, tolerance and freedom of expression in
democracy,

Reiterating our commitment to the Declaration adopted by the Parliamentary
Forum on the occasion of the Fifth International Conference of New or
Restored Democracies held in Ulaanbaatar in September 2003,

Reaffirming the founding principles and values of democracy, which are
freedom, participation, human rights and the rule of law, principles enshrined
in the Universal Declaration on Democracy adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, and reaffirming the continued validity of that Declaration,

Convinced that while democracy has to take into account the specific context
of each society, the above-mentioned principles and values are universal in
scope and are therefore non-negotiable,

Reiterating the central role of parliament in the promotion of democracy, since
parliament, as the freely-elected body of representatives of the people,
expresses their will and articulates their interests in order to guarantee their
welfare. In this connection, reaffirming that democracy goes hand in hand with
human rights and development, and that it must contribute to the eradication
of poverty and the achievement of sustainable human development for all,

Affirming that democracy can only thrive in an atmosphere of tolerance and
dialogue where there is mutual respect for each other's opinions and values:
and that parliament must play its role as the crucible for the mediation of the
conflicting interests of society, the resolution of conflicts and the promotion of
dialogue and reconciliation,

Reiterating the need to ensure that decision-making processes are inclusive
and representative and that all sectors of society, especially women, have a
reasonable opportunity to participate and make their opinions known. In this
context, stressing the particular importance of ensuring genuine participation
of both men and women in political processes and the need to involve
opposition parties, youth, disadvantaged groups as well as people with
disabilities in the governance process,

Considering that parliaments should play their role as guardians of human
rights and strive to ensure that public policies are respectful of these rights.
For parliaments to be effective in this regard, it is important that the rights of
their individual members are protected from arbitrariness,

Noting the substantial progress made around the world towards achieving
democracy and building of a culture of democracy, welcoming these
developments, especially in the Arab region, encouraging further progress,
and pledging to work together to foster a culture in which everyone has the
right and freedom to participate in the management of the affairs of their
society,
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