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Parliamentary Meeting on the Occasion of
the 6th International Conference of New
or Restored Democracies

Doha (Qatar), 29 October — 1 November 2006

Plan of Action



We, representatives of parliaments gathered at the Sixth International Conference of New
or Restored Democracies in Doha on 29 October-2 November 2006, having adopted the
preceding Declaration affirming parliament as the central institution of democracy, hereby
adopt the following Plan of Action. We undertake to encourage our respective parliaments
to take the necessary steps to implement the measures contained in this Plan of Action. In
so doing, we are cognisant of the fact that for parliaments to play their role effectively in
promoting and strengthening democracy, they must ensure that their own processes are in
conformity with the universally accepted principles and standards of democracy. This
entails that we should work evermore actively towards making our parliaments more
representative, transparent, accessible, accountable and effective.

We undertake to encourage our respective parliaments to realize the following five key
characteristics:

1. Representative parliaments

1.1. Work towards the establishment and/or strengthening of free and fair electoral
processes that ensure equitable representation of all sectors of society, especially
groups that are currently under-represented,

1.2. Ensure fair and inclusive parliamentary procedures, which give full opportunity to
all members, including the opposition/minority parties, women and other
marginalized groups to participate effectively in parliament's work: these groups
should be equitably represented in the governance structures of the parliament,

1.3. Afford adequate protection to all parliamentarians in the performance of their
functions, including through the enforcement of a system of immunities and
privileges necessary to protect parliament and its members from arbitrariness,
both during and following the parliamentary mandate,

1.4. Encourage the organisation of parliament's business in an impartial and non-
partisan fashion,

1.5. Take special measures, where necessary, to establish structures and processes
that particularly promote women's participation in political processes and promote
gender equality in society as a whole.

2. Transparent pariiaments

2.1. Take steps to ensure that journalists and the media in general can report on the
work of parliament,

2.2. Establish and/or strengthen legislation that provides adequate protection to the
media in this regard while encouraging it to perform its functions in a responsible
way that is respectful of the rights of all; take the necessary measures to prevent
the media from spreading hate speech and encouraging intolerance; encourage
plurality of ownership of and independence of the media,

2.3. Guarantee citizens the right to access information held by public bodies,
especially through the enactment and implementation of freedom of information
legislation,

2.4. Adopt appropriate strategies for informing the public about the work of parliament
(television, radio, Internet, mobile phones); take special measures to inform young
people and stimulate their interest in the work of parliament.

2.5. Take all other necessary measures to improve public confidence in parliament as
a democratic institution,
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